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SUBJECT: DRAFT REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS STITUATION IN NICARAGUA 

1 . A COPY OF THE DRAFT REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
NICARAGUA PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR FUTURE TRANSMITTAL 
TO CONGRESS WAS DELIVERED TO US BY GEORGE GOWEN DURING HIS 
RECENT VISIT TO MANAGUA. 

2. THE DRAFT REPORT HAS BEEN REVIEWED BY THE MISSION. IN 

THE INTEREST OF GREATER ACCURACY AND PRECISION, IT IS STRONGLY 
URGED THAT THE FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 
REPORT PRIOR TO TRANSMITTAL: 

3. PAGE 1: (BEGIN UNDERLINE) AN EXTREME LEFTIST GUERRILLA AND 
TERRORIST (END UNDERLINE) ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE SANDINISTA 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (FSLN), (BEING UNDERLINE) WHOSE MEMBERS 
HAVE OBTAINED REFUGE. TRAINING AND LIMITED SUPPORT FROM CUBA. 
(END UNDERLINE) SEEKS. . . .(INSERT UNDERLINED WORDS). 

4. THIS GROUP CARRIED OUT A SUCCESSFUL TERRORIST ATTACK IN 
MANAGUA IN DECEMBER 1974, (BEGIN UNDERLINE) KILLING FOUR PEOPLE, 
TAKING. . . .(INSERT "KILLING FOUR PEOPLE" SO THAT THE VIOLENT 
NATURE OF THE FSLN IS CLEAR TO THE READER). 
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5. SINCE THEN, WHILE THE SANDINISTAS APPEAR TO HAVE SUFFERED 
SUBSTANTIAL REVERSES AS A RESULT OF OFFICIAL SECURITY MEASURES 
AND FACTIONAL DISPUTES, (BEGIN UNDERLINE) THE FSLN CONTINUES TO 
MAINTAIN A RURAL GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION WHICH WOULD THREATEN 
CIVIL AUTHORITY IN CERTAIN ISOLATED REGIONS IF LEFT UNCHALLENGED, 

AND THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREASED NUMBER OF CLASHES BETWEEN GUERRILLAS 
AND GON FORCES AS THE LATTER ATTEMPTS TO REESTABLISH ITS AUTHORITY. 

END UNDERLINE) (INSERT UNDERLINED WORDS). 

6. PAGE 5: POLITICAL EXILES HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO RETURN AND 
LIVE NORMALLY SO LONG AS THEY ABSTAIN FROM (BEGIN UNDERLINE 
VIOLENT (END UNDERLINE) POLITICAL ACTIVITY. . . (INSERT 
VIOLENT IN PLACE OF COVERT, SINCE IT IS VIOLENT 

ACTIVITY THAT THE GON RESISTS). 

7. (BEGIN UNDERLINE) THERE IS (END UNDERLINE) AN ACTIVE TRADE 

UNION MOVEMENT NOT CONTROLLED BY THE GOVERNMENT(BEGIN UNDERLINE 
AND IT HAS (END UNDERLINE) BEEN. . . .(INSERT UNDERLINED WORDS). 

8. PUGE 6: THESE COMMENTARIES INCLUDED (BEGIN UNDERLINE) FALSE 
(END UNDERLINE) CHARGES OF INVOLVEMENT BY U.S. ARMY RANGERS AND: 
"GREEN BERETS" IN COUNTER-GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES AND (BEGIN 
UNDERLINE) UNSUBSTANTIATED ACCUSATIONS (END UNDERLINE) OF THE 
OPERATION. . . . SUCH CHARGES ARE NOT GIVEN CREDENCE BY SPOKESMEN 
OF (BEGIN UNDERLINE) OPPOSITION POLITICAL FORCES (END UNDERLINE) 

OF UDEL OR THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY. (INSERT UNDERLINED WOCJS). 

9. COMMENT: THE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE 
DRAFT REPORT PRIOR TO MAKING PUBLIC IS APPRECIATED AND HELPS US 
TO AVOID UNNECESSARY DISTORTIONS AND INACCURACIES. 

10. THE FSLN HAS NOT BEEN DORMANT SINCE DECEMBER. 1974, AS 
IMPLIED IN THE DRAFT REPORT. ON THE CONTRARY. DESPITE THE INTERNAL 
DISARRAY IN ITS URBAN FORCES, THE FSLN HAS BEEN ABLE TO EXPAND 

ITS RURAL GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION AND GON EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE THE 
GUERRILLAS PRODUCED A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN ARMED CONTACTS IN 
MAY AND JUNE. THIS TREND WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE FOR SOME MONTHS. 

11. THE FSLN IS NOT, IT SHOULD ALSO BE STRESSED, SIMPLY AN ANTI- 
SOMOZA GUERRILLA GROUP SEEKING POWER BY VIOLENT MEANS. IT IS A 
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PRO-CASTRO, ANTI-U.S. ORGANIZATION WHICH AIMS AT EXPELLING ALL 
U.S. INFLUENCE IN NICARAGUA. 

12. THESE FACTS SHOULD BE STATED CLEARLY, IF BRIEFLY, IN THE REPORT. 

AS INDICATED ABOVE. THFBF.RGF, 
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